
Theme: Business Unusual – All Hands on Deck to Speed Up Change

The history of South Africa since the advent of colonialism has been shaped by race as a critical determinant of social

relations among communities. The apartheid state systematically introduced laws which were meant to create and

promote inequality based primarily on race and culture. Along with these laws, other discriminatory practices were

entrenched to promote racial polarisation. All of these were created to sustain apartheid system in which non-white

South Africans were treated as second-class citizens while the white community enjoyed all rights imaginable, e.g.

cultural, economic, religious, etc. Thus, the South African society during the apartheid era was not cohesive, it was

divided and racial hatred was promoted. The instability, loss of human life and property, which were all a result of

apartheid, are all well documented.

It is against this background that the democratic government is faced with a challenge of creating the desperately

needed social cohesion in South Africa.

National Cabinet decided that South Africa would celebrate its freedom every year on 27 April, known as "Freedom

Day".

The 2008 Provincial Freedom Day celebrations will be held in the Thabo   Mofutsanyana District.

Date: 27 April 2008

Time: 09:00

Venue: Qwa Qwa (Charles Mopeli Stadium)

Among other objectives of this year’s celebration in the Free State will be acknowledging the role played by 
Free Staters from different sectors in achieving freedom, reconstruction and development of our society and 
to promote nation-building, social cohesion and reconciliation.

Various activities that will be hosted across the province as part of the Freedom Day celebration 
include the following:

· Unveiling of the bust of Thabo Mofutsanyana, after whom the district of Thabo 
Mofutsanyana has been named.

· Freedom Day Heroes remembrance and unveiling of tombstones of fallen freedom fighters of 
Matjhabeng.

· Freedom Day memorial lecture.
· Matjhabeng Mayoral Golf Charity Day.
· Freedom Day Fun Run and Soccer Match.
· Remembrance of fallen heroes and heroines in Viljoenskroon

The MEC for Sport, Arts and Culture, Mr. Ace Magashule invites Free State communities to attend the Freedom Day
Celebration.

Let us celebrate the lives of the fallen heroes of the struggle such as Chris Hani, Solomon Mahlangu, Fezile Dabi and
many others.
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